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MARKET INDICATORS 
As of February 25, 2015 

Index/ Bond 
Index 

Level/Yield 
DoD 

Change 
DoD % 
Change 

PSEi 7,844.06 9.20 0.12% 

Dow Jones 18,224.57 15.38 0.08% 

S&P 500 2,113.86 -1.62 -0.08% 

NASDAQ 4,967.14 -0.98 -0.02% 

MSCI Asia ex-Japan 588.89 4.14 0.71% 

MSCI Emerging Market 992.80 4.91 0.50% 

5 Yr FXTN 3.04 -7 bps  

10 Yr US Treasury 1.97 -1 bp  

USD/PHP 44.06 -0.23 -0.52% 
Source: Bloomberg 

 
NEWS IN THE PHILIPPINES 
 
Inflation Seen to Increase Last Month 

 BSP Governor Amado M. Tetangco: Inflation in February could have picked up as prices of 
widely used goods increased due to higher utility costs and a recovery in world oil prices. 
The February inflation print could be in the range of 2.2 to 3.0%, after slowing for five 
straight months. The increase, however, may be offset by lower rice prices. January’s 
headline rate of 2.4% was the slowest since August 2013 and was within the central bank’s 
1.8 to 2.7% estimate for that month. 

 
 
Local Bond Market 

 The yield of the benchmark 5-year bond barely lost 7 bps and closed at 3.04%. 
 The yields of bonds mostly fell with 9 yields dropping and 2 rising. 

 
 
Philippine Stocks                                                                    

 The Philippine stock market managed to reach its 17th record high for this year as index 
heavyweights continued to soar. The Philippine Stock Exchange index (PSEi) jumped 9.20 
points or 0.12% to close at a new record of 7,844.06. Market breadth was negative as 
decliners overwhelmed gainers at 97 to 77 while 45 stocks were unchanged. 

 Daily Matters 
February 26, 2015 

http://www.atram.com.ph/
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Philippine Peso 

 The peso surged to its strongest level in weeks after U.S. Fed Chair Yellen’s speech at 
Congress signaled that a rate hike may not come earlier than midyear. The local currency 
closed 0.52% or 23 cents lower at 44.06. 

 

 

NEWS AROUND THE WORLD 
 
U.S. New Home Sales Held Near Multi-Year High; China PMI Reaches Four Month High 

 U.S. Commerce Department: New U.S. single family home sales slightly dropped in January, 
despite large declines in the Northeast, as supply rose to its highest level since 2010. Sales 
fell by 0.2% to a seasonally-adjusted annual rate of 481,000 units while December’s growth 
was revised to 482,000 units, the highest level since June 2008, from 481,000 units. Sales 
were pulled by blizzards in the Northeast where sales recorded its largest slump since June 
2012. 

 Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Ltd. (HSBC)/Markit Economics: 
Manufacturing activity in the world’s second largest economy surged to a four month high 
in February despite export orders shrinking at its fastest rate in 20 months. The flash 
HSBC/Markit Purchasing Manager’s Index (PMI) stood at 50.1 in February, slightly better 
than the 50 level that indicated an expansion. The figure was better than the forecast of 49.5 
and January’s PMI of 49.7. 

 

US Stock Market 

 The U.S. stocks market ended relatively flat as the energy sector posted gains on an uptick in 
crude oil prices. (Dow Jones 0.08% 18,224.57 ; NASDAQ -0.02% 4,967.14; S&P 500 -0.08% 
2,113.86) 

 
 

Asian Stocks 

Asian stocks swung between gains and losses as consumer and utility stocks slumped while 
energy shares gained following an increase in oil prices. The MSCI Asia-Ex Japan Index 
leaped 0.71% or 4.14 points to close at 588.89. 

 
 
Emerging Markets 

 Emerging market stocks rallied to its highest level in three months despite Chinese shares 
falling after a weeklong holiday. The MSCI Emerging Markets Index advanced 0.50% or 4.91 
points to close at 992.80. 

Sources: Bloomberg, Briefing.com, Business World, CNN, Inquirer, PhilStar, Reuters, WSJ 


